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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE: 

I had the pleasure and appreciation of sitting in on a Social 

Committee meeting to hear about the up-coming 2011 

events they are planning for our community. 

 

I was so impressed as to the way this committee works as a 

team.  They are very organized and  truly dedicated to the 

residents of Freedom Green. 

 

I would like to thank  Winnie Jackson, Mimi Laub, Sherry 

McGill, Eileen Metzgar, Nancy Rucker, Joyce Tremblay 

and Barbara Franson for their efforts and support to our 

community. 

 

Excellent Job! 

 

If you are new to the area, look for one of the committee 

members who will be stopping by to welcome you! 

PRESIDENTôS MARCH OFFICE HOURS AT THE CLUB-

HOUSE ARE: 

 

TUESDAY:  MARCH 15TH  10:00 ï 11:00  AM 

THURSDAY: MARCH 24TH   4:00 ï 5:00     PM 

 

Any interest, concern, idea or conversation you would like 

heardðthis is your timeðplease use it. 



Inspection of garages will be delayed until 
spring for walk-around to determine the 
sources of over usage of electricity being paid 
by all in the association fees. 

 
Generator + Sewer Improvements:  New generator installation is waiting for 
Fire Marshall approval and kinder weather.  The muffin monster and cutter 
blades will be installed upon arrival.  Entire project planned to be completed 
by March 2011. 
 

Town Sinking Fund:  Westford continues to cooperate with Mansfield 
town officials to utilize funds for generator replacement costs (upward of 
$30,000). 
 
Kitchen Improvements:  Postponed until spring. 
 
Pool Improvements are under way and will be completed 
(weather permitting) by early spring. SAVOL is under contract to 
complete services to repair/replace old pump.  Pool óPump 
Roomô renovations will consist of electrical/containment wall at 
the clubhouse.  
 
Audit and Tax Prep auditors visited Westford on January 24 and will be completed 
shortly. 
 
2011 Fertilization Program for 2011 will be completed by Grassman. 
 
Roof Replacement:  Independence Dr, 2 garages will have roof work as soon as 
weather allows 

òKnow Your Seweró You should never discharge any of the following to the sanitary sewer: 
NEVER FLUSH THESE ITEMS! 

Diapers, rags or any kind of cloth 

Bulk grease or fat (drain cooking pans before cleaning in the sink and dispose of separately) 

Sand, kitty litter, aquarium gravel, pet cage shavings 

String, dental floss, feminine products 

Plastic or metal objects 

Paints or paint thinners 

Gasoline, kerosene, solvents, or any flammable materials 

Strong chemicals or toxic, caustic or poisonous substances 



NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS  
 
As we all know this has been a very long, cold and snowy winter.  It has been tough for 

all of us but especially our older citizens, folks living alone, and neighbors with disabili-

ties!   

 

If you have a little spare time and you know of a neighbor that could use some help 

clearing their deck, bulkhead or down spouts ï it would help the melting process and 

help the water flow away from their homes as we begin to get warmer weather.  

 

Our snow crew has done a great job on our roads, driveways and walkways but are not 

responsible for the items mentioned above.   

 

This is a small community with many different age groups which gives us all the oppor-

tunity to help our neighbors.   

 

Thank you for your support. 

Bring back any memories?  You know, when kids used to 

go door to door and ask if they could sweep your walk for 

a quarter?  Rake leaves?  Carry your bags from your car 

to your house for you?  Just because they were nice kids and Mom or Dad said to?  Spark any 

ideas out there? 

If you are aware of any troop looking for 

community service work, suggest that 

V@FG would be very happy to accommo-

date them 
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Send submissions to VAFGNews@aol.com 

The management company [and not individual board members] should be contacted 
for any policy information, usage or procedural information, complaints and sugges-

tions, and general comments. 

VAFGNews@aol.com is for collecting information for the News-
letter.  If your are running an ad/classified please indicate 
when you want it to expire otherwise it will only be included 
for the month the request was made.  If you have other com-
ments or want to report a maintenance problem or community 
improvement please contact Westford Management at (860)528-
2885. 

Watching the world for signs of springtime can bring hope and cheer 
after the long cold winter months. 
Watch the Sky:  The sun will begin to show up at an earlier 
hour and go down later as the spring nears. There will be more fluffy cumulus 
clouds and more sunshine. You might also see Canada geese flying toward the north. 
Watch the Ground: 
Snow melting and turning to dirty slush may not be, but it does prove that temperatures are rising and warmer days have 
arrived. So dirty snow and mud puddles are signs of spring. A little farther along you may notice a pale green tinge be-
ginning to show up. Crocus, hyacinth, tulips and daffodils begin to send up spears and the first blooms may appear 
before people recognize that spring is coming.  
Watch the Animals 
When spring is approaching, notice the birds. Watching bird activity can tell you much about springôs approaching. Robins 
hopping on the lawn are is a sign of spring. Birds begin nest building and geese can be seen overhead flying north. 
Eastern bluebirds are one of the first kinds of birds to start nest building, so when you see those little songbirds it is a sign 
of spring.  If you live in the country, look for raccoon, skunk, possum, fox, armadillo, beaver, deer, rabbit, turkey, and 
coyote tracks.  More insects can be noted outside when the season begins to change. Swarms of gnats and flies 
hatch out in the warmer air, even if the air still seems cold to you it can be markedly warmer. Checking daily temperatures several 
times a day you will be able to see the definite warming trend. 
Watch the Trees 
Trees begin to bud and produce flowers. The earliest to bloom may be fruit trees. Buds on trees may form and begin to 
swell. This is a sure sign of spring.  Learning what to look for can give you hope and a cheerful anticipation of warmer 

days ahead.  

Please be on the hunt for your closest fire hydrant.  If 

it is not completely availableðPlease get a shovel 

and make it so?  This is not the job of the snow re-



Snow Daze  
 
So . . . Snow got you down?  Are you driving thru a snow -rimmed canyon to get to your ga-
rage?  Do bumper stickers such as "Think Snow" and "Pray for Snow" inspire thoughts of 
"going postal"?  Below, we offer some ideas on how we might survive the rest of the winter; 
and how to be more pro -active in the winters to come.  
 
First, get yourself some "Yak Traks", or an equivalent, that you can put over your shoes or 
boots to give you better traction.  They may not be cheap, and yes they look a little weird,  
but they are worth it in peace of mind and confidence under many snowy conditions.  Rock -
hard ice can still be dicey but for anything else -  they're great.  
 
Get a bag of de -icer and leave it in your garage next to the door.  You can use it on the 
walk, the steps or in other areas when you feel you need better traction and want to pro-
mote melting.  In addition, I have swept up sand from the road and driveway when the snow 
melts and keep that in a pail in the garage as well.  
 
Collaborate with your near -by neighbors and invest in a roof -rake.  A little late for this 
season perhaps.  You don't have to clear the entire roof but pulling the snow off a three -
foot strip above the gutter can help prevent or reduce ice dams.  
 
Stay ahead of the snow on your deck.  Why?  When infused with water, the snow is weight 
that can break down a deck, and it can melt in a way to produce an ice -dam that will direct 
water up against the door leading onto the deck.   If you clear the snow after each storm 
you can avoid a build-up. 
 
Can't shovel?  There is a reason God invented teenagers.  They are usually strong and 
healthy, generally willing to help when asked nicely and always delighted to be paid.  
 
In the interest of being proactive, you might make a tour of your unit to determine how 
the water will flow when all this stuff melts.  For many of us the ground slopes away from 
our units.  If that is not the case, you might talk with Westford about how to channel wa-
ter away from your unit.  Do it now; you are already paying for an outdoor swimming pool. 
You don't need another in your basement!  
 
Finally, one has only to drive some of the roads in the area to appreciate the job Outback 
has been doing under very difficult circumstances.  So . . . if you get a chance, thank a 
driver for his (or her) efforts.  And if, for some reason, you are not satisfied with their 
work, do not take it out on the driver. Call Westford.  


