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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE: Tim Weinland 
 
As some of you may have heard by now, the board has accepted Doug Murphyôs resigna-
tion as both President and a member of the board.  As you can see on the masthead at 
the side of this page, I have been elected president, Tony Rash has returned to the vice-
presidency and Alicia Almagro has taken on the position of secretary. 
Doug may not have president for long, but he performed Herculean tasks in his five 
months on the job.  The whole septic/muffin monster/generator complex is now replaced 
and operational.  The pool pumping system has been replaced and the clubhouse kitchen 
has been renovated.  All of this has been accomplished largely on Dougôs watch with the 
collaboration of Westford Management.  The board accepted his resignation with both 
thanks and regret.  I hope you all will seek him out to express your thanks for a job well 
done. 
 
Whatôs ahead?  The pool will be opening on May 28.  You will be greeted with some new 
furniture and the pool management talent of Walter Soder.  We all need your cooperation 
to keep the pool area clean and inviting.  You should have ñre-uppedò your pool card dur-
ing the registration days of May 9,12 and14.  Latecomers may have to endure some delay 
in getting their cards activated.  You will also be receiving material related to pruning and 
chimney inspection (more on this in another part of this newsletter.) 
I look forward to serving you as president. When I am out of town you should know that I 
will be available to the board and Westford by phone and computer.  In those cases other 
members of the board are prepared to stand in to be available when needed to make a 
timely decision.  As always your first call should be to Westford.  Thank you in advance for 
your support. 

 

DISCLAIMER 
This Newsletter may include other information and/or content from third parties. Such information is provided as a conven-
ience to you. We are not responsible for and are not endorsing any products or services that may be offered through this 
media or any other material referenced herein. The inclusion of such content in no way indicates their endorsement, sup-

port or approval of the contents or the policies or positions of the V@FG BOD or Westford Management. 

Schoolôs Out for Summer 

 
We will be seeing a lot more folks out-

side and children at play...letôs be sure to 

obey all traffic signs and maintain the speed limit 

throughout the communityðAccidents can be avoided! 



The management company [and not individual board members] should be con-
tacted for any policy information, usage or procedural information, complaints and 

suggestions, and general comments. 

VAFGNews@aol.com is for collecting information for the 
Newsletter.  If you are running an ad/classified please in-
dicate when you want it to expire otherwise it will only 
be included for the month the request was made .  If you 
have other comments or want to report a maintenance prob-
lem or community improvement please contact Westford 
Management at (860)528-2885. 

Generator & Sewer Improvements are now completed.  The  new muffin monster has been 
installed.  The job is completed...finally. 
 
Clubhouse kitchen improvements ï work is completed.  Please consider 
the clubhouse for your next event? 
 

Chimney policy clarification should have been delivered to homes.  If you still 
have questions, please call Westford Management. 

 
 
Gardens, mulching and other planting business (do you want Outback to rake out 
leaves, do you want them to trim bushes, etc) should also be in your hands.  Again, all questions and 
concerns should be floated thru Westford so as to avoid confusion by miss-statement. 
 
The pool is open for your enjoyment.   Please abide by the rules and don't 

hesitate to help keep the furniture and the pool area in the best of condition.  We have in-
ǾŜǎǘŜŘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿƛǎŜ ƻƴŜΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ ǎǳƳπ
mer! 

Ideas for the Social Committee ðSee anything that interests you???  
Bridge Club, Bingo, Card Night,  Family Game Night, Family Movie Night, Computer 
Training, Cocktail Parties (Thirsty Thursdays), Wine Tastings, Arts and Crafts, Spa-
ghetti Night, Book Swap/Book Club, Lectures, Guest SpeakersðFinancial Planning, 
Retirement Planning, Education Planning, Cooking School/Recipe Swap, Kids Cook-
ing, Knitting, Sewing, Crocheting instruction, Dance Night, Tupperware Parties, Avon,  
Makeovers??? 



Social/Welcoming Committee 
Barbara Fransen 32 Samuel Lane  456-8412  
Winnie Jackson  22 Independence  423-9160  
Mimi Laub   78 Independence  423-4440  
Sherry McGill  11B  Charter Oak  423-6838       
Eileen Metzgar  26 Charter Oak  423-3163  
Nancy Rucker  8 Federal Square  423-8810  
Joyce Tremblay  20 Fort Griswold  423-8725  
 
The Social Committee will be hosting a barbecue (date to be announced) but need more residents to 
volunteer to help with this gathering.  Please contact one of our members if you are able to participate. 
(e-mail address for Eileen Metzgar   Eileen@metzgars.com) 
 
We are requesting more ideas for activities which you would enjoy and attend.  Suggestions in the past 
have been game nights, pot luck dinners, childrenôs games, pool parties etc.  (If you havenôt seen the 
new clubhouse kitchen you are in for a treat.  This improvement will greatly enhance entertaining and 
serving food.)  Let us know what type of affair you would support. 
 
Do you have a new neighbor?  Hopefully  a new resident directory will be available shortly.  In the 
meantime please tell your neighbor about  the many amenities available at the Villages at Freedom 
Green.  If you notify us we will visit with an envelope of important information about our great commu-
nity. 
 
Each month a food collection is scheduled for the Windham area Soup Kitchen.  Notices concerning the 
times and dates are posted on the mail kiosks.  This service is hugely appreciated by these folks. 
 
Are you a journalist?  Do you enjoy writing for newsletters?  There are so many ways we can work to-
gether to further unite our residents with pleasure and pride in our undertakings. 
 
Please think about participating in the V@FG Community...  

mailto:Eileen@metzgars.com


Things to Do in/near Mansfield in June  
 

MANSFIELD HOLLOW STA TE PARK 
Bassett's Bridge Road (off Rt. 195) 

Mansfield, CT 06610  

Mansfield Hollow State Park as it is now, is the result 
of events stretching back to the hurricanes in the 
1930.  The lake now spans 500-acres, with an abun-
dance of fish found in its waters, from largemouth bass to yellow perch to chain pick-
erel, Mansfield Hollow State Park is known as one of Connecticut's best spots for an-
glers. 

THE MYSTIC AQUARIUM & INSTITUTE FOR EXPLORA-
TION is an aquarium and oceanography institute in Mystic, 
Connecticut. The Aquarium is one of only four U.S. facilities 
nation where people can see Steller sea lions and has one 
of the largest outdoor Beluga Whale exhibits in the United 
States. It is also among the first aquariums to attempt artifi-
cial insemination on a Beluga Whale. Some other exhibits 

include a ray and shark 
touch pool, a penguin ex-
hibit, and a jelly gallery. 

 

 3
rd 

THURSDAY STREET FEST returns for its 10th season 
Started  May 19th ! To September  

  Come for dinner, visit friends, dance to the music, 
and enjoy the beautiful historic architecture  

www.willimanticstreetfest.com  
 
Thousands of people from far and wide stroll along Main Street, Willimantic amid a 
background of musical, theatrical, visual, gastronomic, and olfactory delights. 
 
Six stages simultaneously host a wide variety of music and entertainment while over 
100 vendors showcase a variety of handcrafted goods and services. Willimanticôs di-
versity really shines through in the delicious authentic international cuisine. Enjoy lo-
cally produced artwork, beer, ice cream, and soda.  Street performers and free chil-
drenôs activities abound!  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aquarium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oceanography
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mystic,_Connecticut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mystic,_Connecticut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beluga_Whale
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artificial_insemination
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artificial_insemination
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beluga_Whale
http://www.willimanticstreetfest.com/sections2.htm?m=5&y=2011
http://www.willimanticstreetfest.com
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4f/Mystic_Aquarium_logo.png


Chimney Inspections 
Several letters from unit owners have indicated displeasure with the boardôs decision to require 

chimney inspection for all chimneys ï even where unit owners do not use their fireplaces.   The 

board made that decision for several reasons starting with the strong recommendation by our in-

surance agent that this be done. Your chimney also includes your furnace flue; nests and other 

items can lodge in either flue and lead to a fire if not removed.  We have arranged that this in-

spection be performed in alternate years starting this year, 2011 -  thus reducing cost and has-

sle.  Quoting from the letter you have received from Westford Management: 

 

The Association encourages each unit owner to request the following inspection services 

to be performed.  Both interior and exterior components should, at a minimum, be in-

spected for: 

 

1. Creosote build-up from wood-burning fireplaces 

2. Deterioration of masonry, linings and stack components 

3. Rust (on stack components) 

4. Seal joints (on stack and cap points of contact) 

5. Blockage/debris, such as nests, animals, etc 

6. Secured rivet joints (on the stack) 

 

Each unit owner should demand a report from the vendor which serves as testimony to the 

integrity of the element. 

 

We have negotiated a group rate with Safeside Chimney so if you plan to use them, we also sug-

gest that you arrange with other unit owners for a common day when contacting a chimney in-

spection company, further reducing the costs.  Safeside was hired by several residents last year 

with favorable results...we are not indicating that you are required to use Safesideðfeel free to 

CONTACT INFO  
Safeside Chimney is open 8am - 8pm 

 Monday thru Friday and open most Saturdays 

Call or email anytime 

(860) 455-4788 

1-888-381-8925 

1284 Main Street 

East Hartford, CT 06108 

E-Mail: info@safesidechimney.com 

Or you can make an appointment via  Online Schedul-

ing. 

http://safesidechimney.net/scheduling.cfm
http://safesidechimney.net/scheduling.cfm


New Game for Allé 
 

Letôs see how observant you are...V@FG has its very own GNOME.  He holds a 

Welcome sign and can be found somewhere in the development...can you find him? 

 

Each month our GNOME will visit another area of the property and it is your job to 

find him.  Once you identify his location, return an email to VAFGNEWS@aol.com 

with where you think you saw him...be very specific! 

 

If you are the first to send the correct location to the newsletter email, you win the 

opportunity to help identify the spot for the next month!  You could also have your 

name and photo in the next newsletter with a little known fact about you or your 

family. 

 

We hope to help residents get out into 

the community, see the improvements, 

meet some new neighbors, and put a 

smile on some facesé 

 

We will give this a try for the summer 

and see how the response is.  Depending 

on interest, we may continue into the fall 

and so oné 

 

Letôs have some fun!!!  Seniors, Moms, 

Dads, children, singles, etc.  All are wel-

come to participate! 

 

As an additional bonus...we will have a 

naming contest for our GNOME...submit 

your ideas to the VAFGNEWS@aol.com 

email address and we will collect the 

suggestions and hold a vote within the 

communityðlook for the date for the 

vote in the next newsletter or posted at 

the mail kiosk! 


