
Happy New Year!   And to those of you who attended the annual meeting 

on December 13, a ―thank you‖ for your comments and support.   

 

During a brief discussion, several of you indicated that you sensed a sepa-

ration between board and the rest of the community and asked that we rein-

stitute a unit owner’s period at board meetings to help create and maintain 

an open dialogue. 

We hear you!  Future board meetings will begin at 5:30pm with a half hour 

given over for unit owner comment.  We ask that you confine your com-

ments to three minutes – and submit a written copy of questions or sugges-

tions for subsequent consideration by the board.  While members of the 

board might ask questions to clarify an issue, we will view this time as 

yours.  Please note that we will not likely answer your concerns during this 

open time.  Note also that any member of the community is welcome to sit 

in on a board meeting with the exception of the ―executive session‖ where 

we consider financial and personnel matters.  Next board meeting is Tues-

day, January 10 at 5:30. 

As you can see from the side bar to the left of this message, we have added 

one new member to the board – Jeffrey Villar - and reelected four others.  

Officers remain the same as last year, with the exception of secretary which 

will be a rotating responsibility for 2012.  We thank all those who have 

agreed to serve on the board and on several other committees that contrib-

ute to the V@FG community in important ways.  And again we hope that 

others will consider running for a position in the future.    

        Tim Weinland 
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DISCLAIMER 
This Newsletter may include other information and/or content from third parties. Such information is provided as a convenience 
to you. We are not responsible for and are not endorsing any products or services that may be offered through this media or any 
other material referenced herein. The inclusion of such content in no way indicates their endorsement, support or approval of the 
contents or the policies or positions of the V@FG BOD or Westford Management. 
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Holiday Decorationsðare limited to the residentôs front door, steps, and 
stoop. No articles may be attached to the unit, garage, or gutters. Walk-
ways and Decks are not considered part of the front door, steps, or stoops. 
The Christmas decoration period, other than wreaths or floral arrange-
ments on doors, is from Dec 1st through Jan 6th. 
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The management company [and not individual board members] should be contacted 
for any policy information, usage or procedural information, complaints and sugges-

tions, and general comments. 

VAFGNews@aol.com is for collecting information for the 
Newsletter.  If you are running an ad/classified please in-
dicate when you want it to expire otherwise it will only be 
included for the month the request was made .  The 
Newsletter and the VAFG BOD take no responsibility for the 
classified ads, all responsibility is between the seller and 
buyer.  If you have other comments or want to report a main-
tenance problem or community improvement please contact 
Westford Management at (860)528-2885. 

  

Christmas Tree Pick—up January 16—if 

your tree is not available for pick up on 

this date and you call to request an alter-

nate date, there will be an additional 

charge of $25.00. 

As winter approaches, The Board of Directors would like all residents to re-

view the following reminders and suggestions to help us all endure the winter season: 
 

DO NOT USE ANY FORM OF ROCK SALT 

USE THE  PRODUCTS WITH MAGNESIUM CHLORIDE SUCH AS: 

SAFE STEP  Pro Series #750 

ROAD RUNNER ICE MELT 

SAFE T MELT PLUS ï MORTON ECO SAFE ICE MELT 

 

BE PREPARED TO MOVE YOUR CAR DURING SNOW REMOVAL 

SNOW DRIFTS AND RE-ICING WILL OCCUR ï CALL IN DANGEROUS AREAS 

REPORT WINTER RELATED STORM DAMAGES IMMEDIATELY FOR INSURANCE CLAIMS   

STOP + ARREST + COLLECT ALL WATER LEAKS ï CALL FOR HELP BUT BE PRO-ACTIVE 

KEEP THE INSIDE TEMPERATURE AT  A MINIMUM OF 58 DEGREES AT ALL TIMES 

SHUT OFF OUTSIDE WATER VALVES AND BACK DRAIN OUTSIDE FAUCETS 

SHOVEL YOUR DECK  

HELP NEIGHBORS + BE CIVIL + BE PATIENT 



The Social/Welcoming Committee is working on the next social event—an Inter-

national Pot Luck Dinner to be held March 11 from 5 – 7 P.M.. Everyone attending will be 

asked to bring a favorite dish (or dessert) which originated in  another country.   At 6P.M. we 

will be entertained by children from the Oak Grove Montessori School, ages 9 – 12 who will 

present a medley of international songs.  We encourage all residents to watch for the flyer with 

more details which will be distributed the end of February and mark your calendars now.   This 

function should be fun for all.     

Social/Welcoming Committee 
Barbara Fransen 32 Samuel Lane  456-8412  
Winnie Jackson  82 Independence  423-9160  
Mimi Laub   78 Independence  423-4449  
Sherry McGill  11B  Charter Oak  423-6838       
Eileen Metzgar  26 Charter Oak  423-3163  
Nancy Rucker  8 Federal Square  423-8810  
Joyce Tremblay  20 Fort Griswold  423-8725  
Nancy Orth  12 Federal Square  450-8069  
 
 
Do you have a new neighbor?  Hopefully  a new resident directory will be available shortly.  In the meantime 
please tell your neighbor about  the many ameni- ties available at the Villages at Freedom Green.  If you notify 
us we will visit with an envelope of important in- formation about our great community. 

 
Each month a food collection is scheduled for the Windham area Soup Kitchen.  Notices concerning the 
times and dates are posted on the mail kiosks.  This service is hugely appreciated by these folks. 

The Handy-craft social has been at a very slow start. We will not 

be having any social group meetings during the month of January and hope  to 

have some interest in the months ahead...please contact Winnie Jackson bob-

jwinniespace@sbcglobal.net with your questions, comments, or interest...thank you! 
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Car  break-ins  are  an  internationally  common  crime,  and  unfortunately  both  Mansfield  and Villages at Freedom 
Green are not immune to  them.  The  good  news  is  that  there  are things you and your guests can do to protect your-
selves from having your cars broken  into and  damaged,  and  your  things  stolen.          
 
Never  leave  anything  visible  inside  your  vehicle!  This  is  the  single  most  important  thing  you  can do to prevent your 
can window being smashed and  your  valuables  stolen.    Thieves  take  things 
you  might  think  are  worthless,  smashing  your  car   windows  while  doing  so. Bring  items  attractive to 
thieves  inside  the  house,  or,  Put  your  junk  in  the  trunk!  Put items attractive to thieves  in  your  trunk.   
       
What  kind  of  items  are  attractive  to  thieves?    

GPS  units  (always  wipe  off  the  suction  cup  ring  on  your  windshield.  The ring is a dead give away to a thief 
that a GPS is  in  the  car).  GPS  units  are  the  most  common  items  stolen  in  car  breaks.    
Handbags,  purses,  wallets,  gym  bags,  briefcases.  These  are  the  second  most  stolen  items. 
Cell  phones,  MP3  players,  Chargers  (Even if you hide your electronics, if the thief sees the chargers, the thief 
will break in on the assumption that the GPS, phone, or MP3 player is hidden under your seat or in your trunk)   
Stereo faceplates, satellite radios, radar detectors, loose change...to some, your spare change is a fortune.  A thief 
will break your car window to steal your 73 cents.   
CDs, DVDs, Laptops and cases.         

 
Here are some general "safe parking" tips" from law enforcement officers for when you are "out and about":   

Put things in your trunk well before you get to your parking spot.  Putting items in your trunk while at your parking 
spot can tip off a thief that you have good stuff to steal.     
Park in a well lit with lots of foot traffic.  Avoid parking on isolated streets.    
Park in attended lots.    
Close your car windows all the way, and lock your doors.  Engage your car alarm, but DO NOT depend on it to de-
ter a thief.  A car thief can break in and get out of your car in about 30 seconds - too short a time for the alarm to 
scare away most of them.          

 
What to do if you see a car break in in progress:  Police do not recommend that you try to physically stop the crime.  
Call 911 and report a crime in process.  When talking to 911, try to give as much as possible of the following:   

LOCATION:  such as an address,  or  a  specific  location  in  a  parking  lot.       
DESCRIPTION OF THE THIEF:  provide  as  much  as  you  can,  such  as  sex,  race,  age, 
height,  weight,  hair  color  and  length,  color  and  length  of  facial  hair,  colors  and  style  of cloth-
ing,  and  identifying  marks  such  as  tattoos.       
DIRECTION:  give the direction of  travel  if  the  thief  flees.  If the thief flees on a bicycle, describe the color and 
type of bike. 
DESCRIPTION OF THE VICTIMôS CAR: Color, Make, license plate 

Jeffrey A. Villar, Ph.D.ðNew V@FG Board Director 
Currently resident of 2 Pequot Sq, previously lived at 39 Samuel Lane.  Mar-

ried to Kelly and have six children ages 16 to 10 months old.  I earned a Doc-

torate Degree from the University of Connecticut in 1999.  I also hold a Mas-

ters degree and a Bachelor's in History.   I have been a school administrator for 

the past twelve years in Meriden and Rocky Hill and was recently appointed 

Superintendent of the Windsor Public Schools.  I look forward to working with 

other members of executive board.  



V@FG Neighborhood Game: 
 

December Winners:  Barbara 

Franton, and Mimi Laub 
 
The Gahnome is missing again, that little bugger just 

seems to be playing games with the administration!  Last reported by 

Mimi Laub and requested to contact the VAFGNews@aol.com mailbox 

with suggestions for possible relocation...the request has gone unan-

swered at this time and the search committee has been contacted...stay 

tuned.  Anyone with information about his whereabouts, please contact 

the VAFGNews@aol.com email address immediately?? 

RULES:  Locate the GahNome.  Notify the Newsletter editor by sending an email to VAF-

GNews@aol.com with the location and your name.  In that email you have the opportunity 

to identify a new location for the GahNome.  Please do not move the GahNome from his lo-

cation.  You need to tell us where he isðwe have lost him for weeks as a result of a misun-

derstanding of the rules... 

The Next Always: Book One of the Inn BoonsBoro Trilogy  
By Nora Roberts. From Berkley Trade. 

(404 reviews)  Amazon rank #266   
  
"America's favorite writer" (The New Yorker) begins an all-new trilogy-inspired by the inn she owns and the 
town she loves. 
The historic hotel in BoonsBoro, Maryland, has endured war and peace, changing hands, even rumored 
hauntings. Now it's getting a major facelift from the Montgomery brothers and their eccentric mother. As the 
architect of the family, Beckett's social life consists mostly of talking shop over pizza and beer. But there's 

another project he's got his eye on: the girl he's been waiting to kiss since he was fifteen... 

The Grimm Legacy 
By Polly Shulman. From Puffin. 

(552 reviews)  Amazon rank #154,409   
  
Elizabeth has just started working as a page at the New York Circulating Material Repository - a lending library 
of objects, contemporary and historical, common and obscure. And secret, too - for in the repository's base-
ment lies the Grimm Collection, a room of magical items straight from the Grimm Brother's fairy tales. But the 
magic mirrors and seven-league boots and other items are starting to disappear. And before she knows it, she 
and her fellow pages - handsome Marc, perfect Anjali, and brooding Aaron - are suddenly caught up in an ex-

citing, and dangerous, magical adventure. 
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Deadline for submis-

sions to the Febru-

ary Newsletter is: 

January 14th 

MANAGER  
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860-528-2885 

ASST. MANAGER  

Michael Coster  -  Ext 407 

860-528-2885 

WEõRE ON THE WEB! 

www.thevillagesatfreedomgreen.com 
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