
The Villages at Freedom Green 

At our  annual budget meet-
ing in December, our com-
munity overwhelmingly ap-
proved the 2010 budget with 
an 8% increase in fees to 
meet the demands of main-
taining the community for 
next year.  Thanks to the 
180 families who voted for 
the budget.  Now if you be-
lieve that than I have some 
land on the moon I am sell-
ing.  Out of 188 units in the 
community only 39 units 
were present and 14 proxies 
were submitted.  2/3 of the 
community needs to vote no 
for the budget not to pass.  
The system is not perfect but 
there is a system in place and 
notices were sent to everyone 
advising of the date of the 
vote and procedures if they 
couldnôt be present to vote.  
Unfortunately only 53 fami-
lies took advantage of the 
current system.  Some very 
compelling stories were told 
and it was disappointing 
looking at the lack of num-

bers present.  On a positive 
note though, the board 
looked at everything neces-
sary to keep the budget as 
low as possible and very seri-
ous considerations were 
made concerning wants and 
needs and our 2010 budget 

truly represents the needs 
over the wants.  The board 
heard a suggestion to relook 
the current proxy policy and 
will relook those procedures 
in the future.  It is important 
to remember that if you can-
not be present then to please 
give your proxy to a 
neighbor who shares the 
same ideas as you with their 
vote.  Thank you to the 
board for your effort, devo-

tion and care for our com-
munity.  It will always be a 
tough, unrewarding job of 
dealing with the communi-
ties money to help maintain 
and improve our area.  See-
ing the process firsthand this 
year proved to me that you 
have made sensible and 
needed decisions.  The 
budget process takes almost 
3-4 months to prepare with 
initial work beginning in 
September, proposals sub-
mitted in October, a budget 
workshop open to all resi-
dents in November, rework 
done and a vote in Decem-
ber.  We encourage everyone 
to take part in the workshop 
in November so everyoneôs 
view points are heard.   

 

Coupon books have been 
mailed to all so please take 
note of the new prices and 
donôt forget to get your pay-
ments received by the 10th 
or you will face a 25 dollar 
late fee! 

After nearly a 5 month search for a 

new management company, the 

board of directors bid farewell to the 

ABC Group and welcomed Westford 

Management into our community.  

After many proposals, the board se-

lected 3 companies to come back 

and give a presentation and then a 

second presentation was given be-

tween the final two companies.  

Westford was head and shoulders 

above the rest and brings a new and 

exciting team coverage idea to help man-

age the community.  You have received 

their welcome letter and are hopefully 

redirecting your fees to the new address.  

Westford good luck and follow through 

on your promises! 

WELCOME WESTFORD MANAGEMENT 

BUDGET  PASSES IN  A  LANDSLIDE VOTE 180-8 

Editors Note: 

¶ Sorry for the late newsletters the 

past couple of months. No true 

excuse.  I could say I was search-

ing for an inspiration to write about 

or got called up by ESPN to cover 

their major sporting events but the 

truth is I was plain lazy. 

Inside this issue: 

Dear Dan 2 

Board Election 2 

Dear Dan Continued 3 

Social Committee Message 3 

Photo of the Month 4 

Resident of the Month 4 

Volume 1 Issue 5  

January 2010  

W w w . t h e v i l l a g e s a t f r e e d o m g r e e n .

c o m 



Page 2  VOLUME  1  ISSUE 5 

Dear Dan, 

     I have been living here for 
3 years now and want to get a 
satellite dish.  Is that allowed? 

 Frank and Doris 

 

     Very good question 
Frank.  There have been re-
cent changes in the law on 
what you can and canôt do 
with dishes in a community 
like ours.  You are allowed to 
get a satellite dish but you are 
restricted on where it can go.  
It is suggested that you write 
the board ahead of time and 
explain where the dish will 
be placed prior to installa-
tion.  The general rule of 
thumb is that the dish must 
not be visible from the road 
and must be on your deck.  It 
will not be allowed on the 
roof.  If you install a dish 
without notifying the board 
first and the dish was in-
stalled in the wrong area 
then you could be fined, and 
have to pay to replace what-
ever damage the installation 
caused.  Not worth the trou-
ble. 

     Your question could also 
be found be checking out our 
website and clicking on the 
rules and regulations link. 

 

Dear Dan, 

     I am going crazy with the 
snow and the plowing in our 
community.  It started snow-
ing at 9am yesterday and the 
company didnôt show up un-
til 10am.  Whatôs up with 
that. 

 Really Mad 

      

     Really mad, sounds like 
you need to head south for the 
winter and take a break.  It is a 
great point though that needs 
clarification.  When a snow 
storm hits, Outback has six 
hours from the time the storm 
STOPS to clear the roads and 
driveways.  They are pretty 
good at getting out here before 
that time.    

     Please remember that use 
your garage as much as possi-
ble to park a car in there to 
free up the driveway and stay 
out of the clubhouse parking 
lot until they have plowed 
there.  Once the parking lot is 
done, move your car there so 
they can hit the driveways. 

     If you are having problems 
with the quality of the work, 
please contact Westford man-
agement during business 
hours with your complaints. 

 

Dear Dan, 

     I have been planning a 
trip to a far away country 
for a year and the day has 
arrived. Any advice before I 
get on a jet plane? 

    P.S.  Your kids are so 
cute! 

 Excited Couple 

 

     I am excited for you too 
and thanks for the compli-
ments on my kids.  I wish 
you the best of luck on your 
trip and I hope it is fun and 
safe.  Bring back some souve-
nirs for everybody. 

     Please make sure all your 
bills are good to go and 
donôt miss a common fee.  
More importantly though, 
please make sure you DO 
NOT turn off your power to 
the house or the furnace or 
heater.  You donôt want any 
of your pipes to freeze and 
burst and ruin your lovely 
house. 

     I would recommend a 
friend, that you trust,  have a 
key to the house so they can 
check on it for you while you 
are gone.   

 

     After the election, the board sits 
down with its new members and de-
cides who should hold each position.  
Tony was selected to remain as Vice 
President while Tim remained as 
Secretary. 

     With the loss of Don, the main 
issue became who was going to be the 
Treasurer and I am happy to report 
that Carla jumped in head first for 
the position.   

     After a tough campaign with only 
a few scandals, the community has 
cast their votes and would like to 
congratulate  Tony Rash and Tim 
Weinland on their re-election and 
welcome Carla Gold to the board. 

    Every year, 3 board members (out 
of 9) are up for re-election.  This 
year year, Donald Hodgins decided 
to retire from the board and Tim 
and Tony decided to re-run.   

     We wish all 3 of you the best of luck 
with this volunteer position and if it is 
possible please get all common fees 
waived for 63 Independence.  They 
shouldnôt have to pay to live here! 

     Not being on the board does not pre-
vent you from making a difference.  
Please come to the monthly meetings and 
share your great ideas or volunteer to sit 
on a sub committee to help make a differ-
ence! 

If you have a question for 

Dan, please send them to 

daniel.pinion@uconn.edu 

and you might get lucky to 

see your question in the 

next addition.  No 

relationship questions 

please! 

All A BOARD 

Dear Dan  
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Dear Dan, 

     I keep getting fine letters 
and warnings for every little 
thing like leaving my car 
parked 3 weeks in the club-
house parking lot to leaving 
my trash cans on the street 
for a week.  Where are all 
these rules coming from? 

     Fined in Freedom 
Green 

 

     Fined, I know it might 
seem overwhelming with the 
rules and sometimes we all 
feel that way but there is a 
book that can help. 

     The Green book was 
provided to you when you 
purchased the house and if 
you are renting, then the 
owner should have provided 
the green book. 

     Thankfully either way, 
our website at 
www.thevillagesatfreedomgre
en.com has a link called 
rules and regulations that is 
much shorter and highlights 
all the rules.  It is the best 
document to hit all the 
rules. 

 

Dear Dan, 

     Why is the new manage-
ment company sending a 
census form to my house 
asking for the same info as 
the last management com-
pany. 

 Professor Bob 

 

     Professor, unfortunately 
as we would all like a 
smooth transition when you 
switch companies, that 
hardly ever happens.  West-
ford Management worked 
very hard to get as much 
information out of ABC as 
possible but fell short in 
many needed areas.  To help 
start them off on the right 
foot, the census form was 
created to fill the missing 
info that ABC never got or 
maintained. 

     Please donôt worry about 
having to show the chimney 
inspection paperwork or pet 
license stuff again as they 
were able to get most of that. 

     Fill out all the informa-
tion you can and submit it 
before the deadline so West-
ford starts off right. 

Dear Dan, 

     Thanks for the newslet-
ters they are really helpful 
and interesting.  I was won-
dering how the common 
fees are determined from 
Type A to Type C?  My 
neighbors pay the same 
price as me but have a 
much larger house with 
their finished basement. 

 Confused 

 

     Confused, what a great 
question.  The category of 
houses is determined by 
square footage and style.  
Generally the higher fees are 
for houses that are detached 
and single family.  Type A 
and B are by square footage 
with 1400 feet being the 
difference.  The town hall 
maintains the official plans 
for each house and what is 
reported for square footage.  
Donôt be fooled by finished 
basements.  Because some-
one fixed up their basement 
doesnôt change their com-
mon fees.  It only affects the 
property tax once the town 
realizes it is improved. 

     Wishing all of our friends and 
neighbors a Happy and Peaceful 
Holiday season with our Blessings 
for a Healthy New Year filled with 
many Joys.  Stay tuned for upcom-
ing social events at the Club-
house.  Please inform us if there 
are any needs where we might be 
of some assistance. 
 
 

     I truly apologize to the Social 
committee for my lack of effort 
on the newsletter the past 2 
months.  The Social committee 
asked me to pass on the follow-
ing message which was sup-
posed to go out before the holi-
day season but I was slacking. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Barbara Franzen, Winnie Jack-
son, Mimi Laub, Sherry McGill, 
Eileen Metzgar, Tina Marie Pena, 
Nancy Rucker, and Joyce 
Tremblay 

Dear Dan Continued 

Social Committee 

Holiday Decorations, 

Decorations are restricted 

to the front door, steps and 

stoops.  This does not 

include shrubbery, length 

of sidewalks and 

placements.  Please 

remember that for next 

year so you donôt get fined. 



a remarkable person in my book.  Good 
luck to you and thank you for keeping 
the wheels on the bus going round and 
round. 

 

     If you know of someone in our com-
munity that has done something worth 
recognition or is just a great person to be 
around, donôt be afraid to showcase 
them. 

     Contact myself, Daniel Pinion, at 
Daniel.pinion@uconn.edu to send your 
story or blurb in.  It is always nice to 
show someone how great they are and for 
one day they get a little gratitude from us. 

 

     This month we celebrate and pray for 
our dear friend and bus driver, Bonnie.  
Bonnie has been driving the bus in our 
community for quite some time and has 
been great with the kids. 

     Starting her day off around 6am and 
finishing after 5pm is no easy task.  She 
picks up the high school kids, then the 
middle school, then the Elementary kids 
and finally any pre-kindergarten children.  
By the time all the kids are brought to 
the school, she has enough time to go the 
bathroom, eat a snack and then it is off 
again to bring all the kids home, plus the 
after school programs. 

     Bonnie does all of this while recently 
learning that she is battling cancer.  I am 
truly amazed that she can look after our 
kids and ensure they safely arrive at their 
schools while trying to ensure she is do-
ing everything she can to win her battle. 

     Although she is not a resident here, 
she takes care of our children and is truly 
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The beauty of Natureôs Winter at the Villages at Freedom Green 
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