
I want to repeat a proposal made in this column in the last newsletter.  

During a brief discussion at the Annual Meeting in December, several 

community members indicated that they sensed a separation between 

board and the rest of the community and asked that we reinstitute a 

unit owner’s period at board meetings to help create and maintain an 

open dialogue. 

 

Future board meetings will begin at 5:30pm with a half hour given 

over for unit owner comment. We ask that you confine your com-

ments to three minutes – and, if you wish, submit a written copy of 

questions or suggestions for subsequent consideration by the board. 

While members of the board might ask questions to clarify an issue, 

we will view this time as yours. Please note that we will not likely an-

swer your concerns during this open time. Note also that any member 

of the community is welcome to sit in on a board meeting with the ex-

ception of the “executive session” where we consider financial and 

personnel matters. Next board meeting is Tuesday, February 14 at 

5:30.  We will post a reminder panel at the Clubhouse driveway en-

trance on the Monday preceding the meeting. 

 

I would add that I hope that member comment could include sugges-

tions for improving the community’s appearance and collaboration.  

We look forward to hearing from you. 
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Please see Page 2, 

Whatôs Happeninô for 

some very important 

FIRE SAFETY infor-

mation! 
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The management company [and not individual board members] should be contacted 
for any policy information, usage or procedural information, complaints and sugges-

tions, and general comments. 

VAFGNews@aol.com is for collecting information for the 
Newsletter.  If you are running an ad/classified please in-
dicate when you want it to expire otherwise it will only be 
included for the month the request was made .  The 
Newsletter and the VAFG BOD take no responsibility for the 
classified ads, all responsibility is between the seller and 
buyer.  If you have other comments or want to report a main-
tenance problem or community improvement please contact 
Westford Management at (860)528-2885. 

As winter approaches, The Board of Directors would like all residents to review the follow-

ing reminders and suggestions to help us all endure the winter season: 
 

DO NOT USE ANY FORM OF ROCK SALT; USE THE  PRODUCTS WITH MAGNESIUM CHLORIDE SUCH AS: 

 

SAFE STEP  Pro Series #750, ROAD RUNNER ICE MELT, SAFE T MELT PLUS ï MORTON ECO SAFE ICE MELT 

 

BE PREPARED TO MOVE YOUR CAR DURING SNOW REMOVAL 

SNOW DRIFTS AND RE-ICING WILL OCCUR ï CALL IN DANGEROUS AREAS 

REPORT WINTER RELATED STORM DAMAGES IMMEDIATELY FOR INSURANCE CLAIMS   

STOP + ARREST + COLLECT ALL WATER LEAKS ï CALL FOR HELP BUT BE PRO-ACTIVE 

KEEP THE INSIDE TEMPERATURE AT  A MINIMUM OF 58 DEGREES AT ALL TIMES 

SHUT OFF OUTSIDE WATER VALVES AND BACK DRAIN OUTSIDE FAUCETS 

SHOVEL YOUR DECK   

HELP NEIGHBORS + BE CIVIL + BE PATIENT 

ñFire Safety: In order to protect yourself, your family and 
your neighbors from a tragic event, please be sure to 
change the batteries in your fire detector this month. Al-
though many units on the property have hard wired smoke 

detectors, it is still very important that the batteries be working properly in 
the case of a power outage or system failure. All fire detectors should be 
tested monthly and their batteries should be replaced at least annually. If 
you test your detector and it does not appear to be working, it is very impor-
tant that you contact a vendor to have your system inspected and repaired. 
Smoke detectors save lives and minimize property damage to your home. 
Our number one concern is resident safety.ò 



The Social/Welcoming Committee will be meeting in Feb-

ruary to finalize plans for the March 10th International Pot Luck Dinner.  

Please mark your calendars and plan to join us for a fun filled evening of 

entertainment and good food.  5PM to 7PM VFG Clubhouse  Please bring your favorite inter-

national dish and RSVP to any of the following members:   

Sherry McGill 423-6838 Joyce Tremblay 423-8725 

Adrienne Marks  423-9335  Eileen Metzgar 423-3153    Watch for the Flyer in February. 

Social/Welcoming Committee 
Barbara Fransen 32 Samuel Lane  456-8412  
Winnie Jackson  82 Independence  423-9160  
Mimi Laub   78 Independence  423-4449  
Sherry McGill  11B  Charter Oak  423-6838       
Eileen Metzgar  26 Charter Oak  423-3163  
Nancy Rucker  8 Federal Square  423-8810  
Joyce Tremblay  20 Fort Griswold  423-8725  
Nancy Orth  12 Federal Square  450-8069  
 
 
Do you have a new neighbor?  Hopefully  a new resident directory will be available shortly.  In the meantime 
please tell your neighbor about  the many ameni- ties available at the Villages at Freedom Green.  If you notify 
us we will visit with an envelope of important in- formation about our great community. 

 
Each month a food collection is scheduled for the Windham area Soup Kitchen.  Notices concerning the 
times and dates are posted on the mail kiosks.  This service is hugely appreciated by these folks. 



Vi l lag es  at  Freedom Green Garden 

  
With our recent plunge into winter white, our thoughts are once again 

(urgently?) turning to deep greenery and cool dirt: a 
community garden. In November, a small committee of 
residents gathered to determine a site and submitted a 
proposal to the FG Board on what all agreed seems a 
perfect place to launch this project. The site sits 
right off Mohegan Square, in the plot of empty lawn 
between Mohegan Square and Independence Drive, behind 
the stand - alone, three - car garages.  
 
The Board has promised to take up the proposal at its 
next meeting, and interest -- pun certainly intended! --
is growing.  
 
Residents are encouraged to contact Liz Hart 
( Elizabeth.hart@uconn.edu ) with questions, and any and 
all with vegetable gardening experience will be wel-
comed to help us organize this first year's effort. 
The plot we have in mind will take some labor to get 
ready, so volunteers will also be appreciated come 
late spring. (Special thanks to Nancy Rucker, Jeanne 
Johnson, Karen Santasiere, Jodi Mills, Walt and Lisa 
Soder, and others who have already lent their generous 
support.)  
 
We're especially hoping to interest the Community's 
children in the project and have hopes they might want 
to grow, display, and perhaps sell 
their vegetables to other residents 
in the complex.  
 
Think _cornucopia_, and see you 
there.  
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V@FG Neighborhood Game: 
 

January Winners: Catherine White,  

      Alexinia Baldwin  
 
The Gahnome is back in the swing...he was located at his 

hideout and again in full swingé  This month the Gahnome stepped 

out of the boundaries of the V@FG proper and took up residence at #3 

Charter Oak Square.  He does get around!   

 

ñAmazing how much joy a  little Gahnome like me can bring to the 

lives of the residents at the Villageséò  the Gahnome whispered into 

Alexiniaôs ear as she went to greet him... 

RULES:  Locate the GahNome.  Notify the Newsletter editor by sending an email to VAF-

GNews@aol.com with the location and your name.  In that email you have the opportunity 

to identify a new location for the GahNome.  Please do not move the GahNome from his lo-

cation.  You need to tell us where he isðwe have lost him for weeks as a result of a misun-

derstanding of the rules... 

Groundhog Day  is celebrated every year on February 2nd in both the 
United States and Canada. The folklore states that on February 2nd if a 
groundhog emerges from his hole and fails to see his shadow, he will 
leave his burrow - signifying that winter will end soon. But if the Groundhog 
does see his shadow he will retreat down into his burrow, and winter will 
last for another 6 weeks! 

Presidents Day  (aka Washington's Birthday) is a U.S. Federal Holiday. This 
holiday honors George Washington, the 'Father Father of his Country'. De-
pending on location, this day also serves to honor others as well, most nota-
bly, Abraham Lincoln.  

Presidents Day dates:  
February 20, 2012  
February 18, 2013  
February 17, 2014  



 

Deadline for submis-

sions to the March 

Newsletter is: 

February 19th 

MANAGER  

Frank Anastasi  -  Ext. 406 

860-528-2885 

ASST. MANAGER  

Michael Coster  -  Ext 407 

860-528-2885 

WEõRE ON THE WEB! 

www.thevillagesatfreedomgreen.com 

Email:  VAFGNews@aol.com   

VAFG Newsletter 

c/o Westford Real Estate Management, LLC 

50 Founders Plaza, Suite 207 

East Hartford, CT 06108 

Valentine's Day  is celebrated in many 

countries throughout the world. For most 

English speaking countries, it is a day 

where people send gifts or Valentine's to 

their loved one.  

Valentine's Day is on:  February 14th  


